
The EC Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability, the Green Deal, and other initiatives in Europe, indicate an ambition
regarding safety, sustainability, and circularity of chemicals, towards a non-toxic environment. Innovation brings
potential for economic growth and addressing societal and environmental challenges. However, innovation often
comes with high uncertainty regarding its risks. Concerns are raised on the access of all important actors to high-
quality data, technical risk assessment, public perception and acceptance, and regulatory harmonisation and
effectiveness, among other aspects. Improvements are needed in how risks to human health and the environment
are assessed, managed and communicated.

To address these challenges, three H2020 projects of the NMBP-13 call (NANORIGO, RiskGONE and Gov4Nano) are
working to improve the governance of nanorisks in Europe. They are jointly developing the concept of a new
organisation tasked with collecting, sharing and disseminating insight for governing risks from nano-based products.
The Nanotechnology Risk Governance Council (NRGC) will be an independent organisation with the goal to improve
the governance of benefits and risks, now and for the long-term.
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